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Editor’s Note: This is the first article in a series of 
articles related to Winthrop University on-campus 
housing and enrollment.
 With all bed spaces assigned, an increase in freshmen 
enrollment and a flooding in Lee Wicker basement, 
Residence Life is always a heavily discussed topic of 
conversation among Winthrop students, and this year 
will be no different.
 As of Aug. 19, Assistant Director of Residence Life for 
Assignments and Administration Dawn Sayer said that 
all of Winthrop’s bed spaces were assigned.
The university also had a freshmen enrollment increase 
of 6 to 7 percent this fall, according to a statement made 
by Winthrop President Daniel Mahony in the board of 
trustees meeting held Aug. 24.
Possibly due to the increase in enrollment, there were 
temporary rooms assigned to students in Richardson 
residence hall study rooms and Lee Wicker residence hall 
basement facilities, which have three students assigned 
to one room in some cases.
Despite the cramped living conditions in the Lee 
Wicker basement, the residence hall also experienced 
some flooding on Aug. 23, according to a Lee Wicker 
resident Haley Nash, a junior elementary education 
major.
Nash also mentioned that the flooding was not 
extensive, but the carpet area was wet and that they had a 
fan running to attempt to blow-dry the basement.
Despite the attempts to dry the damp flooring, Lee 
Wicker’s basement was still wet and humid. There was 
condensation on the walls and doors, paper door tags 
were wet from the water and the carpet and flooring were 
soaked.
Jake Hiortdahl, a sophomore in the university college 
who is not new to Winthrop but is new to living on-
campus, said that living in the basement did not bother 
him so far. 
Jacob Hallex / The Johnsonian
Parents and students move belongings into Richardson Hall on freshman move-in day Aug. 21. 
No vacancies, 
unpleasant living 
conditions on 
campus
Campus at max capacity
Reagan Martin / The Johnsonian
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The damp hallway in the basement of Lee Wicker residence hall.
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Winthrop’s  nances looking 
solid for next  scal year
Jacob Hallex
hallexj@mytjnow.com
Salary bonuses, spending cuts and 
a statement on the Tillman Hall 
vandalism were announced during 
Monday’s board of trustees meeting. 
A reduction of $1.46 million in school 
spending is projected over the next 
year. The board also approved a new 
budget for the current fi scal year. This 
new budget calls for less money toward 
administrative spending and allocates 
more money for student scholarships.
Other spending increases include 
$672,000 for employee bonuses for 
employees making under $100,000 a 
year. 
Mahony commented that the 
University’s has “a stable budget and 
one that we can certainly meet.” 
The new budget also will rely less on 
summer class enrollment and calls for 
steady growth in enrollment.
Glen McCall served as the chair of 
the board’s fi nance committee. At the 
afternoon meeting, he stressed the 
importance of rebuilding Winthrop’s 
reserve funds and advancing the 
institution. 
The new budget also no longer calls 
for Winthrop to draw money from its 
reserve funds, something the school has 
been doing since the recession. 
According to offi  cials the spending 
reductions did not come from job cuts, 
academics or student services.
Jacob Hallex/  e Johnsonian
Winthrop President Dan Mahony speaking at his  rst Board of Trustees as University President.  
Budget review causes $1.9 million in cuts
Provost Debra Boyd 
said Tillman Hall name 
debate will continue
Jacob Hallex
hallexj@mytjnow.com
Debra Boyd announced 
on Monday her plans 
to continue open 
discussions with 
students, faculty and staff  
on whether Tillman Hall 
should be renamed. 
Boyd’s announcement 
Monday comes after a 
summer of fi erce debate 
over what to do with 
historically monuments 
that could be perceived as 
off ensive. 
Two acts of vandalism 
struck Tillman Hall 
over the summer, the 
most recent happening 
Monday just hours 
before Boyd released her 
statement. 
Both acts were in 
relation to the racist 
legacy of Benjamin 
Tillman, the hall’s 
namesake.
Mahony made his 
position clear in an 
email sent to students on 
Monday.
“Ben Tillman was 
inarguably a racist. 
Under the leadership of 
our provost, Dr. Debra 
Boyd, we have begun an 
important conversation 
about how best to 
remember Winthrop’s 
history, both good and 
bad. 
However, no one has 
the right to attempt 
to monopolize this 
important conversation 
by defacing property of 
the university, which 
belongs to all of us.”
Boyd met with a group 
of students, faculty and 
alumni last year about the 
issue. The group agreed 
to remain silent about 
what was discussed in the 
meeting. 
There has been no 
formal date set for an 
open meeting regarding 
the changing of Tillman 
Hall’s name.
Tillman Hall 
debate continues 
a er vandalism
August 26, 2015
Beth West | News Editor
westb@mytjnow.com
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ENROLLMENT • from front
“I don’t mind living in the 
basement. I like it,” he said. “I feel 
like it gives me my own personal 
space, because I am away from a 
larger mass of students living in 
Lee Wicker.”
Hiortdahl’s room consists of 
three beds, three dressers, two 
desks, two closets and a bathroom 
connecting to his suite 
mates’ room, which 
also consists 
of the same 
Winthrop 
furniture.
There 
are also 
three 
rooms 
that 
have 
three 
door tags 
taped to 
the dorm 
room door, 
indicating that 
there will be three 
students in the rooms, and 
there were three beds in two of 
them. 
Despite the one additional bed 
and dresser, the rooms are fairly 
spacious and appear to have as 
much square footage for each 
person as any other student has in 
Richardson or Phelps.
Sayer said she expects that these 
temporary rooms will not be fully 
utilized. 
She also mentioned that while all 
the rooms have been assigned, all 
of the rooms will not be filled. 
Students have until Sept. 3 to 
drop, and some students will not 
even show up to registration for 
their on-campus housing, she said.
Despite the actuality of on-
campus housing being completely 
full, this issue still begs the 
question: What will Winthrop do if 
next year’s freshmen class brings in 
even more students?
The residence policy 
says that all freshmen 
and sophomores 
who live more 
than 50 miles 
away from 
campus 
must live 
on campus 
and choose 
one of two 
available 
options for 
meal plans.
If that 
policy does not 
change, next year’s 
class could bring in an 
outstanding amount of on-
campus residents. 
Winthrop admits roughly 70 
percent of total applicants. If the 
enrollment rate and the residence 
policy remain the same, Winthrop 
may need to look into expanding 
housing or decreasing the amount 
of admittance.
More information, demographics 
and statistics about Winthrop’s 
on-campus residents and total 
enrollment will follow in the second 
article of the enrollment series.
No vacancies
Reagan Martin / The Johnsonian
Beth West
westb@mytjnow.com
Roughly 400 students, community members, 
faculty, staff and media gathered in Richardson 
Ballroom on Aug. 18 to listen to GOP Presidential 
Candidate, former Florida Governor Jeb Bush 
(R).
To kick-start the event Bush was asked about 
the involvement of women in combat, to which 
he said, “If you are ranger ready, you are combat 
ready.”
This set the tone for the primary focus and the 
attitude that Bush held throughout the forum. 
Bush also spoke on military expansion and 
spending.
“The first priority is to invest in the military, 
determine the force level for what we need. And 
Senator Cain’s take on supplemental spending is 
a great idea.”
To fund these military changes Bush said 
we need to “take it from every other aspect of 
government, and we need to encourage growing 
our economy at a much faster rate.”
Regarding the United Nations, Bush had this 
to say: “I have mixed feelings about the United 
Nations. I am sure there are things that they do 
that is important. In general, outsourcing our 
foreign policy to foreign nations is not where I 
stand. We have to be a country that stands for 
things.”
When discussing veteran benefits he said 
he feels that there need to be “more choices” 
for veterans in this country. Bush said there 
is a process which veterans have to follow to 
receive medical treatment, and he thinks that by 
implementing more choices veterans will have an 
easier time receiving medical attention.
His big message is to “talk less and carry a 
big stick.” Bush spent the majority of the time 
reinforcing the idea that we, as a country, need to 
“back it up.” We need to follow through with what 
we say we will do.
Bush ended the forum by stating, “The primary 
obligation of the president is to keep us safe 
and to do it respectful of the liberties that are 
important to our country, and I think we can find 
that balance.”
Winthrop junior accounting major Mark 
Hubbard said that he enjoyed attending the 
event, even though he did not agree with Bush’s 
stance on particular issues.
“I thought it was an excellent opportunity to 
see what a presidential candidate has to say. 
He didn’t particularly align with what I think is 
necessary for a 2016 presidential candidate, but 
I appreciated his honesty and his willingness to 
answer audience questions,” Hubbard said.
James Tortorella, a junior chemistry major, had 
a similar experience.
“I like Jeb Bush as a person, and he is a good 
politician, but we don’t align too well. I don’t like 
how he wants to deal with Russia, North Korea, 
China, raising the military budget and cutting 
everything else. I think he should look more 
diplomatically towards the issue,” Tortorella said.
Krista Frowein, senior economics major, said 
she appreciated Bush’s fluency when answering 
questions compared to his “rusty” performance in 
the Fox News Republican Debate on Aug. 6.
“I thought he was really savvy today because 
he looked a tiny bit rusty in the debate. So it was 
just interesting seeing him in person,” she said. “I 
actually really liked his foreign policy rules. I also 
enjoyed how he talked about North Korea, and 
I think that is really prevalent to the debate and 
has fallen to the wayside.”
Adam Matonic, The Johnsonian head copy 
editor, had a different opinion of Bush’s 
performance.
“Jeb Bush was as remarkably unimpressive 
as he comes off on TV,” Matonic said. “So many 
hackneyed, half-formed ideas. His disdain for 
having to get back into 
politics was palpable.”
The Americans for 
Peace, Prosperity 
and Security have 
been hosting GOP 
candidates in South 
Carolina, Iowa and 
New Hampshire. The 
mission of APPS is  “to 
educate and motivate 
citizens about the 
strong national 
security and foreign 
policies necessary to 
provide for American 
peace, prosperity and 
security in this century.”
APPS will be touring South Carolina, Iowa and 
New Hampshire. To find more dates please visit 
their website at, http://peaceprosperitysecurity.
org/.
Jacob Hallex / The Johnsonian
Jeb Bush takes a photo with Winthrop President Daniel Mahony and his wife Laura Mahony.
Bush discusses peace, prosperity at Winthrop
So many hack-
neyed, half-formed 
ideas. His disdain 
for having to get 
back into politics 
was palpable.
 
Adam Matonic
Head Copy Editor
“”
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Mahony 
encourages 
students to get 
involved
Thomas Calamia 
calamiat@mytjnow.com
The crowd gasped and laughed. 
“Welcome incoming students of 2015,” 
said faculty representative and English 
professor John Bird. The lights fell dim in 
Byrnes Auditorium. “We’ve been expecting 
you.”
“That wasn’t planned by the way,” Bird 
said.
Faculty and 
new Winthrop 
President Dr. 
Dan Mahony 
celebrated the 
beginning of 
a new school 
year with 
incoming 
freshmen at 
Winthrop’s 
annual 
convocation 
ceremony.
The organist 
played 
spiritedly as 
Mahony and 
the faculty 
and staff 
processed in. 
Mahony told the students that he wanted 
us all to “replicate ourselves to the spirit of 
community” that Winthrop was founded 
on.
Mahony began his speech letting the 
students know about him and his college 
experiences. He told them about his 
successes and shortcomings.
Overall, he told students that while we 
can’t all become 
whatever we want 
if put our minds to 
it, and that “that’s 
okay.” If that were 
the case “we would 
all be the same.”
“We’re all 
different,” Mahony 
said. “We all have 
different interests 
and different 
passions.”
Mahony offered 
freshmen a few 
pieces of advice. 
While he stressed 
the importance of 
going to class, he 
also strongly urged 
students to get 
involved and to stay 
on campus.
After the speech, 
Mahony and his 
wife Laura led the 
freshmen as they 
processed out of 
Byrnes towards the 
campus green for the 
convocation picnic 
outside of Bancroft 
and Margaret Nance 
Hall. Faculty and 
staff clapped and 
cheered at the class of 
freshmen passed by.
“I think it’s special how supportive the 
faculty and staff are of the students,” 
said freshman Edie Estes. “They are so 
welcoming and warming to us. It makes me 
excited to be a part of Winthrop now.
The convocation picnic was packed with 
freshmen and all of the clubs and student 
organizations on campus.
“I thought the advice was very 
insightful,” said freshman Tristan 
Forsythe. Forsythe wants to get into 
“intramural sports and possibly a Spanish 
Club. “I want to get active on campus.”
“I think it was really sound advice,” Estes 
said. “It definitely put a new perspective 
into how I’m going to go about my first 
semester and freshman year of college.”
“I want to get involved, meet new 
people and meet new friends,” said 
freshman McKenzie Porcher.  “I’m really 
into video production, since I’m as mass 
communication major, I want to do 
intramural sports, join a fraternity and join 
a campus ministry.”
“I’m interested in the art education club,” 
Estes said. “I’m thinking of rushing for a 
sorority in the spring.”
Mahony speaks at first Convocation
Photos by Jacob Hallex / The Johnsonian
We are all 
different. 
We all have 
different 
interests and 
different 
passions.
 
Dr. Daniel Mahony
Winthrop President
“”
POLICE BLOTTERS
Odor of marijuana
8/20/2015
On the above date the reporting officer responded to 
Margaret Nance Hall for the odor of marijuana on the third 
floor. The responding officer could smell the odor of marijuana 
coming from the hallway upon arriving. 
The officer searched the hallway and was unable to 
determine where the odor was coming from. The officer made 
contact with a resident of the hall. The resident said that she 
could smell the odor and that it had been there for a while. 
The resident and a guest that was with her consented to 
a search of the dorm room. The responding officer found 
nothing on either person. This case has been closed due to a 
lack of further leads.
Violation of drug law, 
reckless driving
8/22/2015
On the above date an officer with Winthrop police pulled 
over a man for running a red light at the intersection of 
Oakland Avenue and Eden Terrace. 
During the routine traffic stop, the officer noticed the smell 
of marijuana coming from the subject’s car. The subject has no 
relation to Winthrop University. The officer noticed the subject 
seemed fidgety and nervous. 
The office then requested to search the subject’s car, and the 
subject consented. The officer found a pipe with marijuana 
residue under the driver side seat during the search. 
The glass pipe was seized, and the subject was issued 
citations for possession of drug paraphernalia and reckless 
driving.
August 26, 2015
Daniel James | Science & Technology Editor
jamesd@mytjnow.com
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Pros and cons of social media
Daniel James
jamesd@mytjnow.com
Social media has become a major tool for 
creating and sharing information with the world. 
Businesses, police and schools use social 
networks like Facebook, Twitter and Snapchat 
to shed light on how best to reach the public, but 
every light has a shadow.
In his new book “Social Media and the Good 
Life: Do They Connect?,” Winthrop University 
Dean of Library Services, Mark Herring, looks 
at the pros and cons of this rapidly expanding 
medium, covering issues including cyber-
bullying, crime and simple social media 
indiscretions.
One core issue that Herring outlines in his book 
is cyberbullying, particularly the ability to mask 
one’s identity in order to prey on others. One 
key example he references in the book is Megan 
Meier.
In 2006, Lori Drew and two others       created 
a fake MySpace account to harass 13-year-old 
Meier, who later committed suicide because of it.
“[Lori] fi rst poses as a young man interested in 
her,” Herring said. “They became  romantically 
involved over the internet. The mother then 
turned on her, and she never knew that the 
person that she thought she was in love with was 
her ex-best friend’s mother.”
One important thing to point out in this case 
is the age of the victim. At the time, MySpace’s 
terms prohibited children 13 years and under 
from creating social    media accounts, according 
to CBS.
Over 60 percent of 13 to 17-year-olds have at 
least one social media profi le, and many use it at 
least two hours daily, according to the American 
Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry.
“My advice to parents would be to keep their 
children off  of social media until they can be 
responsible for themselves, which may take a 
long time,” Herring said.
Herring said that there are certain sites 
designed with young people in mind, but there 
are fl aws 
in privacy, and sometimes information is sold 
to third parties. 
“If you are on social media, be careful,” Herring 
said. “You need to be aware of the potential 
dangers.
Just remember that whatever you do on social 
media, think of it as permanent.”
Another key topic Herring covers in the book 
is revenge porn, which is the distribution of 
sexually explicit media without the consent of the 
individual involved, usually for the purpose of 
humiliation. 
“That is something very hard to undo,” Herring 
said. “It’s something done in the spur of the 
moment and may seem like a good idea to 
take the picture, but if in a couple years the 
relationship goes sour and someone puts it up on 
Facebook, it’s hell to pay getting it off .”
While the federal government has tried to pass 
laws in the past to combat cyberbullying, such 
as the Communications Decency Act of 1996, 
a legislative attempt to regulate pornographic 
material in response to cyberporn, many of them 
are found unconstitutional, because they violate 
freedom of speech under the First Amendment.
Social media has not only opened new avenues 
in bullying and humiliation but also has led to 
crime and physical harm. 
“Issues in privacy, identity theft and murders 
have occurred because social media has made it 
so easy,” Herring said.
In the book Herring cites Philip Markoff , 
commonly known as “The Craigslist Killer.” 
Markoff  was accused of fi rst-degree murder and 
armed robbery, because he answered a Craigslist 
ad for massage services and killed a 26-year-
old masseuse, and because he committed other 
similar crimes. 
“He was a medical student in Massachusetts 
and came from a very well-heeled family and was 
engaged to a beautiful young woman,” Herring 
said.
As a result of his background, the allegations 
came as a shock to friends and family, leading to 
the creation of a Facebook group titled “Philip 
Markoff  Is Innocent Until Proven Guilty.”
Herring noted that there are many 
advantages to social media. He said that it gives 
quadriplegics a means of communication, gives 
police new
means to capture criminals and allows people 
to compare medical notes to make sure they are
receiving proper treatment.
While the advantages are numerous, it is 
important to remember the fl aws and 
to continue searching for ways to reduce 
exploitation and violation of privacy.
Herring said that it is important for users of 
social media to think about what they post 
and to maintain a professional mindset whether 
posting about themselves or others. 
“My main hope is that we can turn this into a 
responsible tool for communication,” Herring 
said. 
“Social Media and the Good Life: Do They 
Connect?” is available on Amazon at $19.99 for 
the e-book and $29.45 for the paperback. 
Dean of Library Services, Mark Herring, has 
written nine books with subjects including 
genetic engineering, abortion and 
digitalization.
Daniel James
jamesd@mytjnow.com
Crop failures due to extreme 
weather may occur every 10 years 
as opposed to a projected every 
100 years, according to a report 
performed by the United Kingdom’s 
Global Food Security program. 
This report was conducted by 
industry experts, policy makers and 
scientists around the world.
The study found that food shocks 
are having a major impact on the 
growth of goods across Africa and the 
Middle East, leading to an increased 
cost of foods such as cereals and 
bread. 
Food Shocks are large agricultural 
situations that catch farmers and 
consumers by surprise.
Their projections suggest that 
from the year 2070 onwards, 
severe shocks could cause a drop in 
production by 10 percent every 7 out 
of 10 years. 
This could cause major 
complications, and the United 
Nation’s Food and Agriculture 
Organization suggests that demand 
for food is likely to increase by 60 
percent by the year 2050.
“The most vulnerable countries, 
which will be the worst aff ected 
– whether at the macroeconomic 
level or at the household level – the 
poorest households spend upwards 
of 50 percent of their income on 
food,” said Rob Bailey, research 
director for energy, environment and 
resources at Chatham House, the 
United Kingdom’s Royal Institute of 
International Aff airs. 
“If you are in a situation where 
food prices are increasing by 50 to 
100 percent, that leaves them in an 
almost untenable position.”
One such occurrence took place 
in 2010 in Russia when a heat wave 
destroyed much of the grain harvest. 
That same year food riots broke out 
in North African countries when 
bread prices skyrocketed.
Nations like the United Kingdom 
and the United States would also be 
aff ected. 
According to a report by the US-
UK Taskforce on Extreme Weather 
and Global Food System Resilience, 
shocks could cause an increase of 50 
percent on the United Nation’s food 
price index.
“Countries like the UK and the 
US are very much exposed to the 
indirect consequences,” Bailey said.
Last year, the U.N. warned that 
food production must rise by 60 
percent in the next 35 years in 
order to avoid food shortages and 
subsequent civil unrest.
In these hot summer months it is important to ensure the heat does not get to your computer. Once temperatures are between 
90 degrees and 95 degrees, you want to keep your laptop and smartphone out of direct sunlight. It is also unwise to keep your 
devices in the car as cars heat-up faster than the outside temperature. Even if it is not 90 degrees outside, it may be in your car. 
Extreme weather causes crop failure
Cover of Mark Herring’s book on social media.
Althea Holenko /  e Johnsonian
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Men’s Soccer 
loses 2-3 to 
Seahawks
Emily Goodman
goodmane@mytjnow.com
In their last exhibition game before 
heading into regular season play, 
Winthrop Men’s Soccer came up 
short against University of North 
Carolina at Wilmington. 
The Seahawks captured a 3-2 
victory over The Eagles at Eagle Field 
on Sunday afternoon.
Nathaniel Goodwin, a senior 
forward for The Seahawks scored 
three goals in the first half of game-
play, scoring his first two points 
within the first eight minutes, giving 
UNCW a 2-0 lead. 
The Eagles narrowed the margin to 
2-1 when Jordi Lluch scored under a 
penalty kick in the 12th minute.  
Goodwin responded with this third 
goal of the game, leading the UNCW 
Seahawks to 3-1. 
Despite an early second half goal 
from Charles Coulson, the Eagles 
were unable to get any closer to 
capturing a win.
Winthrop is voted to come in 
2nd in the Big South Conference, 
according to The Big South 
Preseason Poll.
The Eagles kick off their first 
regular season game, Friday night 
August 28th at Eagle Field against 
Brevard College.  This will be 
Winthrop Men’s Soccer Head Coach 
Rich Posipanko’s last season with 
The Eagles.  
Kick off is scheduled for 7 p.m.
Eagles fall to UNCW in exhibition
Star pitcher sixth WU 
player drafted to MLB
Emily Goodman
goodmane@mytjnow.com
In the last five years, six Winthrop baseball 
players have gone onto play in the MLB. Joey 
Strain is the most recent former Eagle to 
achieve this success.
“We are averaging about one player a year,” 
said Winthrop Baseball Head Coach, Tom 
Riginos. “It’s good for the program and shows 
the program’s development.” 
Joey Strain was drafted to the Seattle Mariners 
in the 22nd round of the 2015 MLB. 
“I tell all my guys I will always be honest with 
you,” Riginos said. “I’ll tell you if I think going to 
the MLB is a good move or a bad move. Would 
our program be better if Joey was in our program 
this year? No doubt about it. But is it better for 
Joey Strain to start his professional career? That’s 
a good decision.”
Strain played for the Eagles for three years 
and was utilized as a pitcher for the Eagles. His 
freshmen year he was used as a starter force for 
the team, and his sophomore year the Eagles 
used him as a starter before developing him into 
a closer.
“We felt like we had a couple of guys kind of 
step up, and we felt like [Strain] would be more 
beneficial in the back end as a closer type, so 
we started closing him the second half of his 
sophomore year,” said Riginos.
Strain went to the Cape Cod All-Star League in 
2014 (his sophomore year) as a closer and was 
utilized in that role his entire last year with the 
Eagles before signing.
“Joey was really able to develop as a pitcher 
in his three years at Winthrop.  When he started 
with us he was pitching 88-89 MPH, and by the 
time he left he was averaging 93-94 MPH
Since Strain is so versatile, Coach Riginos 
believes that how the Mariners will use Strain in 
the upcoming seasons is to be determined. 
“The thing about Joey is that he throws a 
tremendous amount of strikes. He can do 
multiple things, because he’s got what we call the 
3-pitch mix: fastball, slider, change-up, ” Riginos 
said. “It’s going to be interesting to see what they 
are going to have him do. I think Seattle has him 
out in the bullpen right now.”
In his career, Strain has struck out 139 batters 
and pitched for 189.2 innings.  His junior year 
with the Eagles (2015), he appeared in 26 games 
and produced a team record of nine saves.
“Joey is a very detail-oriented person, if you 
take a look at him in the classroom and on the 
field. I think that is going to help him in this 
next level,” Riginos said. “Being older and going 
through the process and the program here has 
helped him to learn a lot, rather than being a high 
school kid going through this. I think is going to 
help him.”
The Eagles have drafted 26 baseball players to 
the Major League since 1987.
Baseball’s Strain drafted to Mariners
Photos courtsey of Winthrop Athletics
Photos by Halie West / The JohnsonianSenior defender Jordi Lluch brings the ball down the center of the field.
Freshman midfielder Sebastian Amaya kicks the ball to the strikers.
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You’ll fi nd college students across 
America dawning their university’s 
colors and logos on hats, T-shirts 
and sweatshirts in their display of 
school spirit. 
School spirit is important, 
however, there is more to school 
spirit than just proclaiming you 
go to school 
somewhere.
School spirit is 
being an active 
participant on 
your college 
campus and 
taking the time 
to support your 
peers, which 
you hope will 
support you in 
the things you 
take on in your 
college career. 
One of the 
biggest ways 
to show school 
spirit is by 
attending your 
university’s 
athletic 
competitions. 
However, in 
years past that 
hasn’t always 
been the case 
at Winthrop.
Most 
Winthrop 
student should 
make the 
trip up to the 
Winthrop Athletic Complex a few 
times a month and support their 
peers, the same peers they sit within 
class everyday. 
It’s no walk in the park being a 
college athlete. It’s a test in itself. 
From time management, attending 
daily practices, staying healthy and 
fi t while trying to keep up in your 
studies. It’s a lot of work.
There are students at Winthrop 
that have real reasons as to why 
they cannot attend athletic events 
and that’s okay. 
Being a college student is diffi  cult 
and for some there are other added 
diffi  culties to factor in. Some 
students are parents, working and 
trying to pay their own way through 
school. 
It’s understandable that they may 
not be able to attend athletic events, 
but to those Yik Yaking about how 
bored they are. 
Why not attend a game? Your 
Netfl ix account will be there when 
you get back, and haven’t you binge 
watched The Offi  ce enough already? 
Winthrop athletics has some 
really passionate fans who attend 
games religiously 
and they should 
be commended 
for their support. 
Athletes feed off  
of the crowd, that 
support at times 
is the diff erence 
between missing 
the shot and 
making it, hitting 
that home run or 
striking out. The 
fans of Winthrop 
sports are just as 
important as the 
athletes.
Winthrop also 
has coaches and 
athletes who 
invest so much 
time off  the 
playing surface to 
the community 
as well as the 
university 
that going and 
supporting them 
is the easiest 
thing students 
could do. 
Plus, all athletic 
competitions are 
free for students. 
Students should try hard to get 
out to games and remember that 
there is a shuttle that can get them 
to and back. 
The more students that take pride 
in Winthrop athletics the more 
those in the Rock Hill community 
will. 
Becoming a part of the Winthrop 
faithful will only add to your college 
experience. You might also fi nd that 
you’re more competitive than you 
thought.
These are great times to spend 
with friends while cheering on the 
Eagles.
PLAN #1 : ULTIMATE 
PLAN #2 : GOLD 
PLAN #3 : SILVER 
PLAN #4 : EAGLE 
5 MEALS PER WEEK + $775 CAFE CASH
10 MEALS PER WEEK + $250 CAFE CASH
15 MEALS PER WEEK + $200 CAFE CASH
21 MEALS PER WEEK + $150 CAFE CASH
OFF-CAMPUS #1 : 50 BLOCK 
OFF-CAMPUS #2 : 25 BLOCK 
50 MEALS PER SEMESTER + $230 CAFE CASH
25 MEALS PER SEMESTER + $115 CAFE CASH
QUESTIONS?  
VISIT WWW.WINTHROP.EDU/DINING  
THOMSON HALL ROOM 112   
803.323.2119  
FOR FALL 2015BUY $300 CAFE CASH FOR JUST $275
Commuter Special!!
*oFFER ENDS aUGUST 28TH
=
=
Women’s Soccer
8/27 @ 7 p.m.
Eagle Field
9/02 @ 7 p.m.
Eagle Field
Men’s Soccer
8/28 @ 7 p.m.
Eagle Field
8/30 @ 7 p.m.
Eagle Field
Volleyball
8/28 @ 4 p.m.
Columbia, Missouri
8/29 @ 1:30 p.m.
Columbia, Missouri
8/29 @ 4:30 p.m.
Columbia, Missouri
9/01 @ 6 p.m.
Spartanburg, SC
Students must make attending 
Winthrop athletics a priority
Adarrell Gadsden
gadsdena@mytjnow.com
Going on the road to play their season opener, the Lady Eagles opened the 
season with a draw against the Western Carolina Catamounts in a double 
overtime thriller.
After playing two exhibition games, Winthrop traveled to Cullowhee, 
North Carolina, to face a Western Carolina team that went 8-7-4 last year 
and has already secured a victory in the young season.
The Lady Eagles had two attempts on goal before unassisted freshman 
forward JoJo Taylor was able to get a shot past the goalkeeper going into 
the 42nd minute mark, putting Winthrop up 1-0 right before the half.
Heading into the second half, the Lady Eagles were poised to grab the win 
before a freshman on the other side tied the game up. 
Western Carolina freshman midfi eld player Sayres McKenna took advan-
tage of a Winthrop foul, drawing the game at 1-1 going into the 82nd minute 
of play.
Winthrop junior goalkeeper Caroline Duncan came up big again and again 
for the Lady Eagles during the overtime period. 
Duncan, who went all the way in goal for Winthrop, fi nished the day with 
six saves facing seven shots on goal. 
Duncan had a crucial save for the Eagles in the last minute of the game to 
secure the draw for the Lady Eagles. 
The Catamounts took 22 shots on the day, with seven being on target.
The Winthrop off ense took eight shots on the day, only putting four shots 
on goal. 
All but one was stopped by Western Carolina redshirt senior goalkeeper 
Lauren Martin, who played the entire game Sunday afternoon. 
The Lady Eagles now head home as they prepare for a test against the 2-0 
Patriots of Francis Marion. 
The Patriots last game was a 2-1 victory against Winthrop Big South Con-
ference foe Presbyterian College.
The Lady Eagles should hope to take more chances on goal against an of-
fensive oriented Francis Marion team. 
Winthrop and Francis Marion will kick off  play at Eagle Field Thursday 
evening at 7 p.m.
Women’s soccer season 
opener ends in draw
Becoming 
a part of the 
Winthrop 
faithful will 
only add to 
your college 
experience
 
Adarrell Gadsden
Sports Editor
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“A semicolon is a pause in a sentence, not the 
end of one,” is the concept behind the mental 
health awareness campaign Project Semicolon. 
Countless individuals have gotten a tattoo of 
a semicolon, either temporary or permanent, 
dedicated to those who have struggled or are 
struggling with depression, self-harm, addiction 
and suicide.  
Since a semicolon represents a pause in a 
sentence and not the end of one, it signifi es that 
times of hardship are only a pause – not the end 
– of one’s life. People have posted pictures of 
their semicolon tattoos on social media to spread 
this message to all those with mental health 
struggles.
The movement began in April 2013 and was 
created by Amy Bleuel. She lost her father to 
suicide and wanted a symbol to help honor his 
memory, according to the Project Semicolon 
website.
“As the days passed and the project was 
developed further, it became clear that this 
symbol was not just about one person,” Project 
Semicolon website stated. “We heard from 
people longing to continue their story and live a 
life that would inspire others to continue on as 
well.”
The most recent data from the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) states 
that suicide is the 1oth leading cause of death for 
all age groups, the third leading cause among 15 
to 24-year-olds, and the second leading cause 
among 25 to 34 year-olds. 
 The CDC says that 7.6 percent of Americans 
who are 12 years of age or older have depression 
symptoms that last more than two weeks.  
Mental Health America, a non-profi t 
organization, estimates that around two million 
people in the U.S. suff er from depression. 
This disease varies from one person to another. 
It can be triggered by stress, illness or, for some, 
can happen daily for no apparent reason. 
It can be a constant mental fog that makes 
everyday functions diffi  cult, and it can be intense 
boredom with everything, even once beloved 
activities. 
Sometimes depression is chronic and can 
bring the feeling of being trapped with no escape. 
Depression can result in self-harm, addiction and 
suicide if left untreated.
The idea behind Project Semicolon is to 
empower a community, and its goal is to lower 
suicide rates in the U.S., according to the 
organization’s website. 
“We envision a revolution of love and declare 
that our stories are not over yet,” Bleuel wrote on 
Project Semicolon.
For more information about Project Semicolon, 
go to projectsemicolon.com
Small punctuation makes big di erence
Carolyn Rennix /  e Johnsonian
A temporary tattoo of a semicolon, which represents people struggling with depression.
Christine Buckley
buckleyc@mytjnow.com
The streets of Uptown Charlotte were fi lled 
with rainbows while thousands came to support 
the LGBTQ community.  
Charlotte hosted their annual Pride festival 
on South Tryon Street on Aug. 15-16. The event 
consisted of many vendors, entertainment and a 
parade.  
This year’s event was especially memorable 
because same-sex marriage had been legalized in 
all 50 states over the summer. 
Daquan Green came to the event from 
Columbia, South Carolina, to support his sister.  
“I just screamed, and my sister screamed 
because she is a lesbian so we were all, ‘Yes, 
there is going to be a marriage! She is getting 
married!’” Green said. “I am so happy, because 
I knew so many people who wanted to get 
married.” 
Attendees may have experienced diffi  culty 
getting to the festival due to parts of the LYNX 
Blue Line Train being closed for construction. 
Many roads were also closed off  for the parade. 
To alleviate these issues, Charlotte sent buses to 
transport people from all around the city.  
Festival-goers could buy pride memorabilia 
from many of the local vendors and participate in 
games such as mini golf and 
a maze that ran on Oculus 
Rift. 
Entertainment included 
a drag show, music from 
musicians Dust & Ashes, 
Billy Gilman and The 
Reason You Stayed, as 
well as a burlesque from 
Big Mamma’s House of 
Burlesque.
Cameron Haley of 
Charlotte, North Carolina, 
said one of the most 
important aspects of the 
festival is its freedom. 
“Everyone feels comfortable, 
as it should be,” Haley said.  
Not everyone at the 
festival was supportive. 
Religious protestors were present with signs that 
said “Homosexuality is demonic” and “Homo sex 
is sin, repent or perish in hell fi re.”  
The protesters were not ignored, as many 
supporters of the festival posed in front of these 
signs and then posted their photos on social 
media.  
The parade was hosted on the second day of 
the event. Some of the fl oats presented were 
“Rocky Horror,” “Sidelines” and “The Cupcrazed 
Cakery.” 
The parade ended with marching band 
Carolina Gold Drum and Bugle Corps playing 
songs such as “Uptown Funk” while the rainbow 
fl ag was presented. 
“My favorite part of the parade is meeting 
really cool new people, the whole community in 
general, the whole LGBTQ community and seeing 
more diversity, meaning it is being noticed,” said 
Nikki Huch of Charlotte, North Carolina.
Photos by Christine Buckley /  e Johnsonian
Cupcrazed Cupcake Bar shows their support during the pride parade with rainbow themed 
 oat. 
Participants in the parade present the pride  ag during Charlotte’s 2015 Pride Festival.   
Thousands  ock to Charlotte pride festival
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Shakespeare Carolina reshapes old plays for 21st century 
Christine Buckley /  e Johnsonian
Lauren Abercrombie and Lance Beilstein perform as Ann Page and Fenton 
dancing together in Shakespeare Carolina’s production of “The Merry Wives of 
Windsor.”
Christine Buckley /  e Johnsonian
Tom Farrell perform as Sir John Falsta  dressed up as Herne, the Hunter in the 
Windsor Forest during Shakespeare Carolina’s production of “The Merry Wives 
of Windsor.”
Ryan Loyst
loystr2@mytjnow.com
Shakespeare Carolina occupied Winthrop’s 
Green and attracted student attention on Aug. 
21 with doublewides, halter-tops and country 
music, setting the stage for a reimagined version 
of Shakespeare’s comedy “The Merry Wives of 
Windsor.”
A play about infi delity, jealousy and disguise, 
“The Merry Wives of Windsor” addresses many 
issues that 21st century Americans still fi nd 
important today. Sir John Falstaff , an overweight, 
self-centered knight, takes center stage as he 
attempts to seduce two men’s wives, and the 
play’s plot revolves around his failures.  Through 
a series of comical punishments, the wives 
torment Falstaff  and their jealous husbands, all to 
prove that women can lead their own lives while 
still remaining faithful to their marriage. 
Despite these seemingly universal themes, 
many people resist Shakespeare. Karlie Brown, a 
Winthrop University sophomore Theatre major, 
explained, “The biggest problem people have with 
it is not being able to understand it.”  Students 
might also see Shakespeare as boring or old-
fashioned and would rather seek entertainment 
that they don’t have to work so hard to enjoy.
This could be due to middle and high 
school English classes forcing students to 
read Shakespeare, even though children and 
adolescents have diffi  culty identifying with his 
plays.  Karlie Brown commented, “They have 
kids read “Romeo and Juliet” in middle school, 
and I’m wondering, ‘Why are you allowed to read 
this?’”
Katie Bearden, an actress for Shakespeare 
Carolina and a graduate of the University of 
North Carolina in Charlotte, agreed, “Middle 
school students still read ‘Romeo and Juliet.’  I 
have no idea why, because being fourteen then 
[meant] you were in your mid-life. If you weren’t 
married by the time you were fourteen, like Juliet 
was, you have maybe 10 years max before you die 
of dysentery.”
In 21st century fi rst-world countries like the 
United States, these are not issues that most 
secondary school students can appreciate.
That’s why Shakespeare’s less popular plays, 
like “The Merry Wives of Windsor,” 
can be a breath of fresh air.  Unlike 
the feuding aristocracy in “Romeo 
and Juliet” or the political turmoil in 
“Julius Caesar,” this comedy appeals 
more to working and middle class 
values.
“This is a sitcom. This is a show that 
was written for the [middle class] 
when Shakespeare wrote it. It was a 
show for the people,” Bearden said 
when asked about the reimagined, 
Southern setting.  “We saw it in a 
trailer park [because] it’s a tight-knit 
community.  It’s a way to make it not 
as intimidating for people.”
Another comment from Bearden, 
who plays the role of Mistress Ford, 
also applies. “Our mantra is you were 
never supposed to read the plays.  You 
were supposed to watch them,” Bearden 
said.
Seeing “The Merry Wives of 
Windsor” live on an intimate 
stage like Winthrop’s outdoor 
amphitheater makes the play feel 
real.  It’s immediate and natural in a 
way that movies cannot reproduce. 
Watching a character’s body language 
or listening to the tone of their voice 
helps clarify the words, and the 
interaction between the audience 
and the performers draws one into 
Shakespeare’s world. 
“I love it when people break the 
fourth wall,” said Karlie Brown, 
meaning when actors directly address 
the crowd during a performance.
Shakespeare Carolina will be 
performing “The Merry Wives of 
Windsor” on Winthrop’s Green three 
more times before fi nishing their fi fth 
season.
Shows start at 8 p.m. on Aug. 27, 28, and 29, 
and tickets cost $5 (or $2 with a Welcome Week 
pass).  It’s a great opportunity for incoming 
freshmen to get started on their cultural credits 
and for returning undergraduate students to 
mark another off  their list. 
The performers would like to remind potential 
viewers it’s BYO (Bring Your Own)  everything. 
Chairs, blankets and snacks are recommended, 
and if you attend for cultural credit, bring your 
Winthrop ID. 
Kali Coleman
colemank@mytjnow.com
Both Winthrop students and the public gathered in Byrnes Auditorium 
on Friday night to watch two bands get DSU’s Welcome Week started. The 
opening act, Minnesota License Plate, was a local band made up of Winthrop 
students, while the closing act was a band from Nashville, Tennessee, called 
Colour of London.
As soon as Minnesota License Plate stepped onto the stage, you saw that 
two members opted out of wearing shirts, and by the loud, nearly deafening, 
cheers in the crowd, it was clear that their set would not disappoint. After 
winning Winthrop’s Battle of the Bands last semester, Minnesota License 
Plate had gained quite a following on campus, which was verifi ed by the 
cheers.
Described on their Facebook as “psychedelic post-modern grunge funk,” 
the chill yet enthusiastic vibe of the group deeply resonated with the 
audience. The crowd went wild as they played some of their original songs 
like “Light Up Your Phone” and “Hurricane.” While wrapping up their set, 
they received a standing ovation from the crowd. Some members of the 
crowd felt like their set was too short-lived, and they began chants of “one 
more song” and “MLP.”
As the crowd cheered for one last song, Minnesota License Plate delivered 
just that. After their encore song, the crowd went wild again, giving the band 
another standing ovation. This band clearly had a lot of fans, which was 
especially evident when some audience members left right after their set, 
making it known that they were strictly in attendance to watch Minnesota 
License Plate’s performance.
Minnesota License Plate consists of four members. Caleb Brown provided 
the captivating lead vocals and played the drums. Ethan Snipes played the 
bass and backed up the vocals, all while enthusiastically tossing his hair and 
jumping around on stage. Justin Smith brought a chill vibe as their guitarist, 
and Joe Andrews provided a unique twist from a regular ‘jam band’ by being 
their violinist.
Colour of London came on right after, and those who stayed behind to 
see their set were defi nitely not disappointed. The group originated from 
Nashville, Tennessee, and members Jimmie Allen and Nate Woodall 
described their sound as a mixture between pop and rock.
Opting to start their fi rst song in total darkness, the lights came up as soon 
as Allen opened his voice to sing, and the crowd started cheering within 
seconds. After taking off  his coat, Allen’s shirt read “No Excuse,” and it was 
clear from the beginning that people had no excuse for not coming to see this 
performance.
Allen was not only captivating to watch during the performances but also 
very humorous and down-to-earth when he commented between songs.
“I remember being in college. Yeah, we also had a Battle of Bands, but my 
band sucked,” Allen said, while praising Minnesota License Plate.
Colour of London played some of their original songs, including songs like 
“Feels Good” and “London.” However, the quickest and easiest way to get 
the crowd hype is to play popular songs they already know, and Colour of 
London did just that.
After covering bits of popular hip-hop and pop songs, like “Trap Queen,” 
“How to Love” and “Heartless,” Colour of London had no trouble fi guring out 
who the audience was. As he performed for a southern university, Allen went 
straight into covers of classic country songs.
“He’s sure prepared” was just one of the statements heard in the crowd as 
Allen covered country songs like “God Gave Me You” and “Chicken Fried.”
Colour of London managed to fi nally get the audience on their feet after 
being a very sedentary group throughout the night with their cover of Ben E. 
King’s “Stand by Me.” The crowd cheered, sang and clapped their hands to 
the cover of such a classic song.
“Y’all make me feel POP-ular”, Allen joke-sang after the crowd sat back 
down, referencing the Broadway musical “Wicked,” as if he hadn’t already 
covered most of his audience base with hip-hop, pop, rock and country.
As Colour of London wrapped up their set, the audience cheered once 
again for both bands. The concert was just the start of Welcome Week, but 
the crowd size and enthusiasm indicated future success for the upcoming 
Welcome Week activities. 
Local band kicks o  Welcome Week alongside Nashville band
Photo courtesy of Minnesota License Plate
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Across the United States, kindergarten 
students are choosing backpacks for the fi rst 
time,  veteran university students are planning 
their next college move-in, and people are 
preparing for annual back to school events. 
Winthrop may be unique in many ways, but in 
this aspect we are no diff erent.
What happens, though, when all the 
excitement dies down and Winthrop’s freshmen 
are left on their own for the fi rst time? 
For many students coming here from close to 
home, going to Winthrop isn’t much diff erent 
from going to high school. When Friday comes 
around, they pack up their belongings and head 
back home for the weekend. 
Universities who suff er a dramatic drop in 
student presence during the weekends are called 
“suitcase schools.”
Suitcase schools are schools with high student 
presence throughout the week, but as soon as 
the weekend rolls around it’s like a line of cars 
driving away as fast as they can. For Winthrop, 
it’s a little harsher because for many students the 
weekend begins on Thursday, so students stay 
away even longer.
After the initial “Oh my gosh, I’m fi nally on 
my own!” mania, homesickness tends to set in, 
especially for fi rst-time university students. 
Winthrop tries valiantly, however, to entice 
students to stay on their free weekends. 
Winthrop off ers activities and events on the 
weekends, mainly for students whose homes are 
three or more hours away. However, students, 
specifi cally freshmen, should take advantage of 
the time away from home.
Time away from home doesn’t have to be a 
bad thing. It’s time to fi nd yourself—your likes 
and dislikes, your identity—without mom or dad 
looming over you. College is a stepping stone 
to the real world. The real world doesn’t have a 
mom and dad fi x-it button. 
Here at Winthrop you can learn to take care of 
yourself in a safe and protected community. You 
can gain some independence. 
As a senior, I’ve recently 
noticed this “suitcase school” 
label being used around 
Winthrop. Many people know 
about suitcase schools, but 
not many take the time to 
consider what it does and 
how it can aff ect students in a 
negative way. 
Students who pack up and 
leave campus every weekend 
usually have good reasons. 
Some go home for the comfort 
of being with family or for 
jobs that they have had since 
high school. However, these 
same students miss out on a 
lot of opportunities. 
Opportunities to network 
with their peers and faculty, 
which can help them 
immensely in the future. 
I’m not the only one and 
Winthrop is not the only 
college who has noticed this 
epidemic. The New York 
Times has done research on 
the topic, discussing why 
schools don’t like the label 
and what schools can do to 
keep students on campus. 
We already know what 
Winthrop does to try and 
keep students here. The 
events in Dina’s place or the 
Edge help. Involvement in the 
organizations will often keep 
you on campus over a weekend, especially if you 
get involved in something big like Quidditch, 
DSU or SOAR. 
For the most part, Winthrop weekend off erings 
drop, and some students’ main argument for 
going home on the weekend is that there is 
nothing to do on campus. Yet I can name dozens 
of organizations, local jobs (especially now at 
the beginning of the school year) and activities 
that constantly occur on the weekend to keep 
students occupied when they aren’t studying. 
Going home every once in a while defi nitely 
helps with stress relief, but it hurts the student. 
The less presence you have on campus, the 
more it inhibits new networks and connections 
necessary for the post-college future. I think 
college students would greatly benefi t by making 
the most of these years—taking advantage of 
the money they spend to go here and to live 
here instead of running home at every possible 
chance. 
Why going home for the weekend is overrated 
Advice for freshmen, from a senior
Elizabeth McKnight
mcknighte@mytjnow.com
As a new year at Winthrop begins, advice will be given as always. I 
am fully aware that students have heard a lot of the standard advice 
already, so I won't say things like “buy all of your textbooks,” “know 
your syllabi front to back,” and “make friends with your professors.”
 Yes, I do stand by those things and believe they benefi t 
students immensely, but my advice is more centered on the 
personal and social side of things.
 Do whatever you want to do, and don't do anything that 
makes you uncomfortable. Remember that if you feel like just a 
number, you're not; you have a voice, and you can make yourself 
heard.
 Things are going to get hard. Like, ridiculously, 
infuriatingly hard. You’re going to want to cry and scream. Most of 
all, you're going to want to quit. Talk to people. Talk to your friends, 
your family members, your classmates and even strangers. See 
what they say. Take a few deep breaths and give everything another 
chance. If it honestly doesn't feel like things are working out for 
you, fi nd something else. You live in this world for you and no one 
else. So don't worry about disappointing people if you quit, because if those 
people love you, they will be happy as long as you are.
 Don't be afraid to change, because that's what college is about. 
Don't worry about what your friends and family back home are going to say. 
If they expect you to stay the same, then you need to fi nd people who are 
willing to experience life and change with you.
 Don't be afraid to try new things. College is about stepping out 
of your comfort zone and testing the waters of somewhere you've never 
been. Go abroad. Go to a party. Go hang out with people you've never even 
thought about talking to. 
 Always take time for yourself. This piece of advice is perhaps the 
most important. Taking time for yourself means cuddling up in bed in 
your ugliest pajamas, eating all the worst things for you and not worrying 
about anything or anyone. Doing this is good for your mental health. 
Relaxing keeps anxiety down and clears your mind. Never feel guilty about 
taking time for yourself because it is the best present you can give yourself, 
especially during the most stressful parts of the year.
 I can't say more without writing a book, but I feel like this is some 
of the most helpful information I give. College will be some of the most 
memorable years of your life, and it is so important to give yourself the best 
experience possible. So, like all Eagles must do, go forth and soar.
Brittany Rauch /  e Johnsonian
Brittany Rauch /  e Johnsonian
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For some of you reading this, attending college is a completely new 
adventure. For some folks, the adventure is just continuing either through 
transferring to Winthrop from another college or starting here later in life.
For a very small number of us, the onset of “mature years” has made 
something possible that may never have been so in the past – the State of 
South Carolina, in line with many other states, has determined that folks 
over 60 years old may have their tuition at a state university paid for by the 
state. If those folks are also living in a low income situation, they may also 
qualify for student grants to help pay for textbooks and supplies.
I belong to that last group. At age 78, I decided it was time for me to 
buckle down and get a formal education, a college degree. As I had been a 
professional photographer for most of my life, a BFA seemed like a logical 
major to pursue. That is when the first bite of reality hit. I discovered that 
to earn a photography degree, I wouldn’t get to touch a camera for the first 
couple of years; I would have to learn to draw!
Now, let’s think about that for a moment. Why do you suppose I took up 
photography as a career? I couldn’t draw to save my life. My instructors 
at 3-D Design and Drawing despaired of me ever producing an A-list item 
– C was more likely the best I could do. Granted my instructors displayed 
laudable patience and even generosity with me, but going in and coming 
out I still couldn’t draw. I did love the Art History classes, and I enjoyed the 
classes which required writing, but drawing? Meh! So I switched to BA-
English as a major.
So what have I really learned after a total so far of six semesters? I have 
learned why alumni of universities speak in terms of “my university.” I am 
proud of Winthrop. I love its beautiful campus, its elderly buildings and the 
fellowship of the student body and the instructors. I am learning things that 
I never knew before, like how to take notes, even how to read “critically.” I 
learned what to do with my notes after I had made them. I learned about 
the ratio of homework to classwork. 
If you’re new here, wrap your head around the ratio of 3:1 – that’s three 
hours of homework for each hour of classwork. Meeting twice a week? Class 
is 1.25 hours long each time? Do the math – that will require about seven 
and a half hours of homework for that class each week. If you plan for it 
now, you can manage it, but a full-time student carrying 12 credit hours 
should be thinking in terms of “this is a full-time job.”
So, live it, love it, grab every opportunity to grow that you can (even if you 
start at 78) and learn to cherish your Winthrop experience so you can share 
why and how you loved it with your grandchildren. It won’t be easy, but it 
will be worth it.
The Adventure Begins!
Michael Owens
owensm@mytjnow.com
Republican presidential hopeful Jeb Bush 
visited Winthrop last week, but you already knew 
about that. 
 The former governor of Florida made 
his aspirations known during an hour-long 
forum in Richardson Ballroom, an event that 
went off without a hitch and was very cordial. In 
fact, Bush himself was very calm in answering 
questions from the audience and in explaining 
his point of view on things.  
 When I first heard of the event, I hadn’t 
considered Bush as a top-tier candidate in the 
Republican primary, despite him being the 
closest competition to Donald Trump in the latest 
Reuters poll. 
This was mainly because he didn’t do anything 
for his stock during the heated Fox News debate, 
where names like Trump and Carly Fiorina both 
saw their stock rise.
 Again, nothing about the session’s 
atmosphere made me question Bush. It was 
the things he said specifically that I had further 
questions about.
 Much of the forum was spent on the 
bookend of national security and foreign policy, 
which brought out many surprising remarks from 
the former governor.
 One that struck me the most was the 
“talk less and carry a big stick” comment, 
obviously an ode to President Theodore 
Roosevelt’s foreign policy, but also meaning that 
America should act more in the face of terror. It’s 
a fair point, honestly, especially when he clarified 
his statement to say that our country should 
follow through on agreements and promises with 
allies. 
 On the other hand, his opinion on the 
United Nations was completely misconstrued, as 
he reluctantly said that his feelings on the U.N. 
were mixed. 
However, his tone seemed to suggest that 
he could not be in agreement with the global 
governing body. This would bring difficulties with 
global allies and even neutral parties should we 
have a president that is not in support of the U.N. 
While this may just be a comment used to stir 
the proverbial pot, his other comments seem 
consistent with the idea that the U.S. should take 
care of problems themselves, which could also 
create a similar path that his brother, former 
President George W. Bush trod on during his 8 
years in office. 
His plan to further fund the military is also 
cause for concern, considering defense spending 
consumes over $600 billion, which is more than 
double of what it spent nearly 20 years ago.
 One of the biggest questions surrounded 
his support of the National Security Agency, 
which of course has been accused of compiling 
records of phone and other data of American 
citizens.
Critics have called this an invasion of privacy, 
but Bush made it perfectly clear that he was all 
for making America more secure in his own way, 
by using the NSA. 
Unfortunately, not enough time was spent on 
cybersecurity, but it would be safe to assume 
that surveillance and records of some kind would 
be part of Bush’s domestic policy should he be 
elected.
  Having said all of this, the event was still very 
much enjoyable and informative. Even though 
I’m not exactly a supporter of Bush’s campaign, it 
was nice to actually see a Republican favorite live 
and in person. 
I’d absolutely encourage every Winthrop 
student who is able and registered to vote to 
go to at least one campaign rally for any of the 
candidates, regardless of political identity. 
Even if you are like me and don’t find 
something you like, at least you’ll walk out more 
informed and sure of who you want to be sitting 
in the Oval Office in 2016.
 
Bush campaign enjoyable, regardless of political views
Jeb Bush’s recent visit to Winthrop has set a precedent for the 
coming school year, and with the upcoming presidency campaigns, 
it’s a pleasant surprise to see that someone here at Winthrop agrees 
that students should have the opportunity to participate in the 
making of history. 
It’s important for all of Winthrop to take advantage of these 
chances, because they aren’t granted to everyone. 
We should most certainly appreciate the convenience of having 
presidential candidates come through our campus, instead of 
passing us by in favor of much larger venues. 
It may not seem all important right now, but being a part of 
making choices for the future of not only ourselves, but the country 
as a whole, will remain with us for the rest of our life. 
When the future becomes history, it will be nice to look back and 
say that we made a difference, we were there and we did something. 
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